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crumbled into the heaps of bricks which littered
the locality. From what they saw, these defences
surrounded an immense area, while in the Dikrang
valley were seen numerous debris of earthen vessels
totally different in shape from those used by the
Assamese, and which they found closely resembled
the earthenware of Gangetic India.

Hannay records that all the remains are of great
age and originally were substantially built of good
stone and bricks. Cement was unknown then, and
certain rectangular turns in the walls pointed to a
knowledge of flank defence.

The party spent a week on the Dikrang river
exploring the site of another ancient city spoken of
as Prithiminagar, where they found an eighteen-
foot high earth rampart with ditch circling round
for several miles north and north-west. Inside this
rampart, now supporting enormous forest trees, they
found several very large tanks, one measuring 280 by
ninety yards, with ruined bathing ghats of hewn
sandstone. A brick gateway was found, and a raised
road leading to the river, where large stone slabs
lying about suggested the remains of a bridge. This
must have enclosed the site of a very large town.
Both these places, he conjectures, were built by one
people, the masonry and bricks being of one pattern,
But who were these people ? And when and where-
from did the wild Abors and Mishmis come who
now hold these hills ? Popular tradition, Hannay
says, as well as local evidences, go to show that the
Brahmaputra in the far-off past ran much closer to
the mountains than it does now, which would have
brought the river close to these ancient cities. The

G 2